
Rockcliffe Park
Residents Association
www.RockcliffePark.ca

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Brian Dickson, President
613 744-4481 – 60 Whitemarl Drive

Anna Blauveldt, Vice President
613 744-5230 – 354 Cloverdale Road

John Murphy, Treasurer
613 747-9376 – 201 Maple Lane

Iola Price, Secretary
613 746-6145 – 563 Fairview Avenue

Alexander Macklin, Past President
613 745-7259 – 495 Maple Lane

Lori Assheton-Smith
613 736-8365 – 40 Lakeway Drive

John Butterfield
613 422-8729 – 294 Manor Avenue

Susan d’Aquino
613 741-9970 – 400 Lansdowne Road N

Kathy Day
613 321-6672 – 35 Lyttleton Gardens

Jane Dobell
613 749-1433 – 145 Lakeway Drive

Russell Gibson
613 741-8387 – 104 Acacia Avenue

Graeme McCallum
613 421-8586 – 511 Mariposa Avenue

Anne Roy-Boulos
613 749-1347 – 115 Lansdowne Road

James Taylor

The Rockcliffe News

DATES TO REMEMBER

VOLUME 13 • NUMBER 5
The Rockcliffe News, the newsletter of the

Rockcliffe Park Residents Association (RPRA),
is published six times a year: February,

April, June, August, October and December.
Submissions pertaining to the Village are

welcomed by mid month before publication.
Copy may be edited for clarity, length and content.

Newsletter Editor: Cynthia Hamady
editor.rockcliffenews@rockcliffepark.ca

October 2013

*Additional information on these events may be found in this newsletter.

DECEMBER
4 Wednesday 7:00 pm...................Christmas Tree Lighting and Carol Sing,

Community Hall

11 Wednesday 7:30 pm ...................Heritage Committee Meeting, Community Hall

15 Sunday 1:00 to 4:00 pm .............Children's Christmas Party, Community Hall

OCTOBER
2 Wednesday 7:30 pm...................Heritage Committee Meeting, Community Hall

5 Saturday 10 am to 2 pm .............Open House and Fun Day, Rockcliffe Park
Branch of the Ottawa Public Library,
380 Springfield Road*

9 Wednesday 8:00 pm...................Speakers Program: The Right Honourable
Beverley McLachlin, Chief Justice of Canada,
 interviewed by Don Newman: “Reflections,”
Community Hall*

16 Wednesday 7:15 pm...................RPRA Board Meeting, Community Hall

24 Thursday 7:30 pm ......................Rockcliffe Park Garden Club Speakers Series:
Crispin Wood, Lead Arborist, Central
 Experimental Farm, on “Magnolias,”
Community Hall*

NOVEMBER
1,2,3 Friday 10 am to 9 pm ........Rockcliffe Park Book Fair: “There’s No

Place Like Home,” Queen Juliana Hall
(RPPS Gymnasium), 350 Buena Vista Road*

11 Monday 8:00 pm ........................Speakers Program: Tim Cook, Great War
 historian and author: “Canada’s Great War:
100 Years of  Remembrance,” Community Hall*

20 Wednesday 7:15 pm...................RPRA Board Meeting, Community Hall

21 Thursday 7:30 pm ......................Rockcliffe Park Garden Club Speakers Series:
Tim Dyer, owner of the Carp Garden Centre, on
“Wreaths, Centrepieces and Christmas Trees,”
Community Hall*

27 Wednesday 8:00 pm...................Speakers Program: Don Newman, one of
Canada’s most respected political commentators:
“Welcome to the Broadcast,” Community Hall*

Saturday 10 am to 6 pm
Sunday 11 am to 5 pm



PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The hot sunny days of a beautiful summer are now behind us as temperatures in early morning and evening now call
for a warm fleece or a light down jacket. Although we are now moving into late September, the trees and grass remain
green, but the visual signs of autumn are beginning to emerge with random splashes of colour in shades of red, orange
and yellow.

The most obvious changes in our broader community since the last newsletter have occurred along the Beechwood
corridor. Excavation is now taking place at the former Kavanaugh gas station, utility services have been extended
underground, and there has been new activity at the Minto development near the Vanier Parkway/Crichton/MacKay
intersection.

As the area is being transformed, a question has arisen as to the future of St. Charles Church, which has been
recognized as “an important landmark building” in the Beechwood Community Design Plan. The church was
completed in 1908, closed in 2010 and deconsecrated on July 1, 2013. The property is currently not designated under
the Ontario Heritage Act, which means that there are few restrictions on what can be done with it, including possible
demolition. However, an application for heritage designation was submitted recently, in July, 2013. The Rockcliffe
Park Residents Association has submitted a letter in support of the proposed designation. It is expected that the
application will begin to work its way through City Hall in early October.

There are a number of developments to report with respect to the Pond. As I mentioned in an earlier column, this was
the first year that the City resumed responsibility for the Monitor Program after the RPRA successfully managed it
for the previous two years. There were a few bumps on the road and we will be reviewing lessons learned with the
City, with a view to providing such support as we can for next year’s program. Second, we were pleased to see
improvements at the Pond over the summer months, especially at the public entrance area. Some of the large rocks
were stabilized to provide safer access and, more recently, posts were installed down to the water’s edge for the same
purpose. I would like to thank Bruce Hoskin, Area Manager, Public Works Department, for overseeing these
improvements, as well as this year’s Monitor Program, and for the support he has provided over the years in looking
after the Pond and Conservation Area. Another piece of good news is that the consultants report on shoreline erosion
and bank stability should be submitted to the City in the near future. Once it has been reviewed by the City, we will
receive a copy. We hope to use the report, in cooperation with the City, as a guide to shoreline remediation in future
years. Finally, the water level at the Pond continues to be a concern. Although it returned to normal levels in early
summer, more recently it has dropped considerably, at least three feet, leaving a “beach” of some 30 feet at the access
point. We hope that before the next swimming season the Pond will replenish itself, as it did last winter.

On air base development plans, the Canada Lands consultants worked over the summer on a revised design, taking
into account the results of a well attended all-day workshop in May, as well as other comments and suggestions. The
revised design will be reviewed by the Public Advisory Group, of which the RPRA is a member, at a meeting expected
to be scheduled this fall.

You will note the information on the next page of this newsletter providing details of the Fall Speakers Program. Susan
d’Aquino has once again assembled a wonderful list of speakers and I would encourage you to attend.

With best wishes for the fall season.

Brian Dickson
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The Right Honourable
Beverley McLachlin
Chief Justice of Canada
In an interview with Don Newman,
our longest-serving Chief Justice
will  reflect on how decisions of the
Supreme Court during her 13 years
as Chief Justice have shaped our
country.

Wednesday, October 9, 8:00 pm

Don Newman
“Welcome to the Broadcast”
One of Canada’s most respected
political commentators will offer

insights from his new memoir on formative events.
Wednesday, November 27, 8:00 pm
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Upcoming Speakers
Rockcliffe Park Community Hall • 380 Springfield
Join your neighbours for informal evenings with dis-
tinguished speakers. Presentations will be followed by
questions, coffee and cookies. Admission is free. The
Speakers Program is an initiative of the Rockcliffe
Park Residents Association and is supported by the
Rockcliffe Park Foundation.

Tim Cook
Great War historian,
prize-winning author 

“Canada’s Great War:
100 Years of Remembrance”

A very special Remembrance Day evening with
an eloquent and learned historian to mark the 100th
anniversary year of the start of World War I.
Monday, November 11, 8:00 pm

SPEAKERS PROGRAM

Rockcliffe Park Book Fair:
“There’s No Place Like Home”
November 1, 2 and 3, 2013

If you haven’t yet heard of the Rockcliffe Park Book Fair,
here’s a bit of background. Book Fair was started in 1961
with two main goals: to promote the love of reading in chil-
dren and to raise money for Rockcliffe Park Public School.
While Book Fair has changed and grown over the past 52
years, its goals have always remained the same.

The theme for this year’s Fair is one dear to our hearts. Who
hasn’t wished they could walk down the yellow brick road
and find somewhere over the rainbow where dreams really
do come true? There really is no place like home.

Book Fair is more than just a charming tradition; it pro-
motes a true sense of community. Countless volunteers
donate more than 3500 hours of their time – some working
year round collecting and sorting donated books. Everyone
is motivated by the same objective: to support literacy pro-
grams in our schools. In addition to Rockcliffe Park Public
School, Book Fair offers grants to other area schools.

There truly is something for everyone: thousands upon
thousands of used books at incredible prices – adult and
children’s books, fiction and non-fiction, all sorted into cat-
egories for easier selection. It’s a great place to find titles
that have been long out of print, to pick up current best-
sellers that have only been read once, or to find copies of
the classics. Not to mention used DVDs, CDs and games.

Book Fair opens Friday November 1 at 10 am and runs
through Sunday November 3 in Queen Juliana Hall, 350
Buena Vista Road. (See Dates to Remember on page 1 of
this newsetter for a complete listing of hours.) Come join
us not just for the love of reading, but for the love of books.

Joni Hamlin

BOOK FAIR

Photo by Seanna Kreager.



Rockcliffe Park Library
Open House and Fun Day
Returns!
Your library is here for you! On Saturday, October 5,

from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, the Rockcliffe Park Branch
of the Ottawa Public Library, located at 380 Springfield

Road, welcomes you and your family to a complimentary Open
House and Fun Day. Enjoy a Rag and Bone  puppet show, a visit from

Clifford the Big Red Dog, musical entertainment, face painting, refresh-
ments, crafts and a contest to win local prizes. 

Library staff at the Open House will also be on hand to answer questions about
Zinio, a fun and easy way to access the Ottawa Public Library’s magazine subscriptions,

and to provide handouts and information on downloading books to your e-reader. 

Our library is a local treasure, full of community spirit. Please join in the celebrations and share in a love of reading.

Schedule of Events:
10:30  am
Rag and Bone puppet show
11:30  am
A visit from Clifford the Big Red Dog  
12:30  pm
Refreshments
Plus: Crafts • Face- painting
• Contest • Zinio and eReader
demonstrations
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1974: During the year, constructive steps were taken to
deal with the Dutch Elm Disease. Trees on Village property
have been inventoried and placed in three categories.
Everything possible will be done to save Category 1 trees
which have been marked with a green tag. Category 2 trees,
marked with a yellow tag, will receive extensive sanitary
pruning in the hope of saving them. Category 3 trees are
marked with a red tag to identify diseased or expendable
trees. Most diseased trees have been removed and the
remaining red tagged trees are considered expendable and
are scheduled for removal. Unfortunately another plague,
the Spruce Bud Worm, is threatening all our spruce trees
and Council has approved in principle a program to combat
this disease. Details of this program will probably have
been worked out and announced before this report is in your
hands. In developing programs for the conservation of our
trees the Village has received great assistance from the
National Capital Commission.

RANDOM HISTORY

On behalf of the Village, Council wishes to thank General
Rowley, Chairman of the Environmental Committee, for the
outstanding services he has rendered in this field.

1976: The main impact on the Rockcliffe environment was
the tragic destruction of many of our beautiful elms. The
authorities from the Canadian Forestry Service warn us that
we must expect to lose many more. However there is a fair
possibility that with care a proportion of the trees may be
saved. The unexpected costs of tree removal this year left
no money for replanting. However this may be rectified in
1977. The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources plans to
make available to municipalities stocks of native species
such as oak, maple and beech at a very modest cost. 

Because of the importance of this Committee a special word
of thanks is due to Chairman Mr. Tony Keith and Council-
lor Susan Davis. 

Former Village of Rockcliffe Park Annual Reports
1973 -74 and 1975 -76

This is the second in a series of extracts taken from the Annual Reports of the former Village of Rockcliffe Park.
These extracts show that in the mid 1970s, the Village was faced with the loss of much of its canopy cover due to
the devastating impact of Dutch Elm Disease. Now we are facing the certain loss of all of our Ash trees, but this
time, thanks to a more ecologically sound policy of planting an assortment of tree species, we do not have street
after street with nothing but one species of tree.
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PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
There have been a number of developments since my last
report in the June 2013 issue of The Rockcliffe News.

Beechwood Redevelopment
Domicile Developments have been proceeding with devel-
opment of the former Kavanaugh Esso Station site. I under -
stand that a new power line has been laid underneath the
new sidewalk on the south side of Beechwood to serve the
Kavanaugh development as well as the commercial proper-
ties along Beechwood. The two derelict shops on the south
side of Beechwood have been torn down and Domicile has
moved its display condo unit onto that site.

Minto has also been busy on the Beechwood/MacKay fire
site. They have erected a display unit where the restaurant
and bakery were located. Further changes include the clos-
ing of the Desjardin Credit Union building on the north side
of Beechwood. The property is currently for sale.

A number of Beechwood retail businesses have successfully
relocated to the eastern end of Hemlock. Bread and Roses is
now located next to Cat’s Fish & Chips, and Time Sharpen-
ing and Epicuria have both moved to the shopping plaza at
Hemlock and St. Laurent. I understand they are all enjoy-
ing the support of their former Beechwood customers.

St. Charles Church
As many Rockcliffe residents will be aware, there has been
an ongoing issue over the future of St. Charles Church.

I have been the representative for Rockcliffe Park on the
informal committee of community representatives known
as the Beechwood Village Alliance and as such have been
part of a small subcommittee to investigate the future of
St. Charles Church, which is located on the south side of
Beechwood at St. Charles Street.

It is really the only historical landmark on Beechwood,
apart from the cemetery, along the entire length of Beech-
wood and Hemlock. The bell tower and steeple are quite
magnificent and the interior of the church is still in excel-
lent condition.

The church was built in 1908 on land donated by Thomas
Keefer of Rockcliffe Park fame. The church was designed
by Charles Brodeur, who designed many buildings in the
Ottawa/Hull region including the St. Francis R.C. Church
on Fairmont Street.

The church ceased to function in 2010. Until that time it had
served as a home church for an active Franco phone com-

munity. The church was deconsecrated on July 1, 2013. It
is not currently protected by any heritage designation.

Some time ago Tobi Nussbaum of Lindenlea and I met with
Mnr. Beach of the R.C. Archdiocese to seek information
concerning the future of of St. Charles Church. We learned
that the Archdiocese was considering what might be done
with the property, including the possibility of demolishing
the church and selling the property to a developer. I have
continued to follow up on this matter, with a further meet-
ing with Mnr. Beach in the offing.

Coincidentally it was been recently learned that a number
of concerned residents in Vanier have taken steps to have
the church recognized by the City of Ottawa as a property
of cultural heritage value under the Ontario Heritage Act.
The church is already recognized as an “important landmark
building” in the City of Ottawa’s Beechwood Community
Design Plan. An application for heritage designation (indi-
vidual property) was submitted to the City of Ottawa by the
Vanier Community Group on July 22, 2013. City staff is cur-
rently reviewing the application. The Built Heritage Sub-
Committee is expected to review the application as early as
October 10. The Archdiocese has agreed to await a decision
on the heritage status before announcing their intentions for
the church.

I was contacted by a member of the Vanier Community
Group, seeking permission to bring the matter before the
RPRA Board of Directors. A presentation was made by one
of the group’s representatives at the regular meeting of the
Board on September 18, which was well received by the
Board and resulted in a decision to support the application
of Vanier for heritage designation of St. Charles Church.
Our president, Brian Dickson, was authorized to submit a
letter to the City to this effect, which is being done.

I questioned whether St. Charles Church might follow the
lead of St. Brigid’s, which, under a similar threat of demoli-
tion, was successfully converted into a cultural centre for the
arts, thanks in part to the generosity of a few local citizens. It
would be a wonderful locale for arts groups of various types.

It should also be recognized that if St. Charles Church can-
not be saved there may be nothing to prevent a developer
from erecting a 25 or more storey condo structure on the
site, as the property falls outside the view line to Parliament
Hill from Beechwood Cemetery, which limits the height of
the Domicile and Minto developments

Alexander Macklin, Past President, RPRA
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COMING OF AGE IN THE VILLAGE: A LOOK BACK

When we first moved to the Village of Rockcliffe Park in
the early 1930s, it was to a rented house at 150 Acacia, just
a few steps in from Maple Lane. After a year or so, my
father decided that this was the neighbourhood that he’d
like to live in permanently, and bought a lot of his own on
Cochrane Road (now Minto Place)*. Here he built the house
in which he and my mother were to live for the next forty-
five years. Rockcliffe was indeed a pleasant place in those
days. A police village, it was quite independent of Ottawa
or any of the other nearby municipalities. It was governed
by a reeve and a few elected councillors, had its own school,
handled its own policing, and levied its own taxes, which at
the time were remarkably low. Architecturally, it was still
in a state of transition from a country retreat to a comfort-
able residential area in its own right, with a mix of everything
from stately mansions to quite ordinary houses, as well as
a sprinkling of the original summer cottages. The greater
number of houses were still occupied by their original own-
ers or their descendants, most of whom we kids knew, either
by reputation or because we went to school with their chil-
dren. Almost every walk of life was represented, from
lumber barons and civil servants to day labourers.

From my own point of view, the most welcome aspect of the
move to Rockcliffe was the change of schools. When we first
came to Ottawa, we lived in the Strathcona Apartments in
Sandy Hill where I attended Osgoode Street Public School
(no longer a school at time of writing), a large red brick
building in the middle of a rather crowded neighbourhood.
Surrounded by a high steel mesh fence, it boasted a large
cinder-covered playground on which the pupils seemed to
be almost constantly punching one another out. It was a
pretty tough place. In comparison, Rockcliffe Park Public
School was like something out of Little House on the Prairie.
Unlike Osgoode, it stood practically alone in the large area
bounded by Acacia, Mariposa, Springfield and Buena Vista.
There were a few houses along Acacia and Mariposa; Buchan

Road, the Jubilee Garden and the Community Hall did not
yet exist. For the most part, almost the entire area around the
school consisted of open fields or small clumps of trees.

To be honest, it wasn’t a particularly attractive building. A
square two-story stuccoed structure, its only outstanding
feature was a wide set of stairs in front leading up to the
main entrance. I assume these were for visitors since we
never used them ourselves except as a convenient place to
pose for class photographs. On each side of the school was
a large, patchy grass-covered playground, one for the boys
and one for the girls, with a wooden bicycle shed in each.
Here we gathered each morning and, when the bell rang,
formed ourselves into two long lines and proceeded inside
to the accompaniment of Sousa marches played on a large
wind-up gramophone.

There were two classrooms on the main floor, one for the
three junior grades, presided over by Miss Rosebrook
(Rosie) and Mrs. Gerard, and the other for the three senior
grades under Miss Austin, the principal. Each grade was
allocated its own rows of desks, and the teacher simply
moved from one to another as required. It was rather like a
more modern version of the traditional one-room school-
house. The desks were of the old fashioned kind, bolted to
the floor, and with lids that could be raised and lowered,
giving us storage space for our books and other belongings,
both licit and illicit. Each desk had a built-in inkwell which
had to be refilled regularly, and we did our exercises with
steel-nibbed pens. As a general rule, the more confident
pupils sat near the front and the less assured in the back
where they hoped to escape notice. At the very rear was a
separate cloakroom in which we hung our outer clothing.

Next time: Inside the RPPS classroom.
*Some editorial notes, in italics, were provided by Gerald’s
daughter, Alison Green.

This article is the first of a series of reminiscences of life in Rockcliffe Park that will appear periodically in this
newsletter. The author, Gerald Green, moved to Rockcliffe Park with his parents in 1932 and attended RPPS and
Ashbury. In 1952 he married Eleanor Mackenzie, also of Rockcliffe, and had three children; they lived in Manor
Park but moved back to Rockcliffe in 1972. Gerald earned an Engineering Degree at the University of Michigan
and a Master’s Degree in Economics at Columbia University in New York. An economist, he worked at the Depart-
ment of Industry, Trade & Commerce and External Affairs, with diplomatic postings in Washington, D.C. and
Canberra, Australia. Gerald grew up on Minto Place and lived on Howick Street until 2012, when he moved to his
current residence at New Edinburgh Square.

In this installment: The Village and Rockcliffe Park Public School in the1930s.
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A Broad-winged Hawk took up residence in the conserva-
tion area woods to the east of McKay Lake this summer.
John Watson noticed it first on June 22 because of its rather
grating call. It regularly hunted from perches high in the
trees overlooking his back garden until about September 6.
While the hawk was present, there was a noticeable drop in
squirrel and small bird activity. This is the first time John
has seen a Broad-winged Hawk here since his family’s
arrival in 1966. Having this top predator move in as a resi-
dent is a mark of the maturing of the wooded conservation
area in its evolution from landfill in the 1970s.

John also writes: “I did hear a bittern earlier in the summer,
something I haven’t heard in ages. As a teenager, there was
a bittern who regularly inhabited the reeds in the east marsh.”

Between the conservation area woods and the Ottawa River
is the open grassland with scattered trees of the Mile Circle.
Through annual mowing, the NCC suppresses tree repro-
duction and maintains a savannah landscape. In summer, the
most abundant resident songbird is the appropriately-named
Savannah Sparrow. On August 4, the unmowed section was
dominated by chest-high sow-thistles, half seeded out. There
were dozens of Savannah Sparrows in sight, almost all young
of the year, active in two groups each centered on a tree.
They divided their time between chasing each other in the
branches and flying down into the tall grass and sow-thistle.

This has been a summer of unusually abundant tree fruits.
The chokecherry trees in our garden have bent almost to
breaking with the weight of fruit in the past few weeks. This

has not gone unnoticed. Each morning the Raccoon drop-
pings are stiff with cherry stones after night time foraging,
and by day tens of juvenile Robins work the cherry branches.
While feeding they are constantly on the move, taking a few
fruits then flying to an adjacent tree and then back for more
fruit or to briefly chase each other. In early afternoon, they
quiet down, sitting still for many minutes at a time in nearby
trees. Other regular cherry eaters are two juvenile Cedar
Waxwings and the local Cardinal pair. Active songbird
groups attract others, and in amongst the Robins have been
small numbers of wood warblers moving through on migra-
tion, finding insects on the cherry leaves and branches.

Anthony Keith                                     12 September 2013

WILDLIFE NOTES

Photo by Michael Venables of a Broad-winged Hawk at
599 Fairview Avenue, July 2009. 

Walking in the Village of Rockcliffe Park, Volume 2
Walking in the Village of Rockcliffe Park was first published in 1982 and it has proven to be a
 popular item. A few years ago, Diana Rowley and Joan Kingstone undertook to bring the booklet
into the 21st century. The RPRA’s Heritage Committee was awarded a City of Ottawa Cultural
 Program grant to update the text, routes and map.

New features of Volume 2, as it is called, are the expansion of the text to include four walks and
a four-colour centre map of the Village – one colour for each walk and, for the first time, there is
a walk in “new” Rockcliffe, on the east side of McKay Lake.

The booklet, the same handy pocket-size of 4 x 7 inches, features a bright blue cover with a Bill
Thomas illustration of the gatehouse to the ‘Manor House’ and a view into the interior showing
the Manor House, the residence of the Apostolic Delegate to Canada, now the Papal Pronuncio. 

Copies are available for $7.00 at the Community Police Centre – just ask the Recreation Coordinator. For nostalgia buffs, we
still have a few copies remaining of the first edition and they will be on for sale for $2.00. All proceeds go to support RPRA
activities in the Village. And while you are at the CPC, check out the other publications available for sale and some others,
including Welcome to Rockcliffe Park, that are free. 
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QUEEN’S PARK / CITY HALL

2014 City Budget Timetable
On October 23, the draft operating and capital budgets will
be tabled with Council. Public consultations are taking place
on Monday, October 28 at the Shenkman Centre and Thurs-
day, November 9 at City Hall, 110 Laurier Avenue West.

In addition to the public consultations you can submit cost-
saving ideas and your budget priorities to budget2014@
ottawa.ca or use the Twitter hashtag #ottbudget.

The budget meetings for each committee/board are as  follows:

November  5 – Finance and Economic Development
November  6 – Transportation 
November  7 – Agriculture & Rural Affairs
November 12 – Planning
November 18 – IT Sub-Committee
November 18 – Public Health Board
November 19 – Environment 
November 20 – Transit
November 21 – Community and Protective Services
November 21 – Ottawa Public Library
November 25 – Police Services Board

Council will consider the 2014 draft tax and rate supported
budget on November 27.

Tree Trimming – Hydro Ottawa
Trees close to power lines can create power outages and
public safety concerns. In Hydro Ottawa’s service area, there
are some 180,000 trees in proximity to 2,900 km of overhead
lines. If you notice that trees are growing dangerously near
power lines, call our tree trimming number at 613 738-6400
(option 4 patches you through), and our professionals will
take care of it!

From the desk of
Councillor Peter Clark,
Rideau-Rockcliffe Ward

Ontario Has a Cycling Plan
Good news for cyclists! With the constant rise of the number
of cyclists, the Ontario Government has decided to make
Ontarian roads the safest in Canada. They have just released
a new cycling strategy to promote safe cycling and encour-
age more people to ride bikes to work, school and recreation
destinations. Recent statistics estimates that 630,000 Ontar-
ians ride their bicycles on a daily basis and roughly 48% of
the 13 million inhabitants of Ontario ride their bicycles once
a week. The strategy reflects input from the public and expert
advice from cycling stakeholders such as Share the Road
Cycling Coalition, the Canadian Automobile Association
and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario.

The strategy presents a 20-year vision that supports cycling
in four areas: infrastructure, safety, planning and research.
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is in the process of
updating its bikeways planning and design guidelines. The
goal is to maintain, update and expand infrastructure for
cyclists. Cycling safety groups were consulted, as were rep-
resentatives from enforcement, the insurance industry and
the medical community. The Ministry plans to add new
information and illustrations on bike lanes, road markings
and right-of-ways in future copies of the driver’s handbook.
Also, MTO published guides entitled “Cycling Skills:
Ontario’s Guide to Safe Cycling“ and “Young Cyclist’s
Guide” that are strongly focused on safety.

More infrastructures and more safety are great, but they are
not useful without long term planning and that is why the
third part of the cycling strategy is planning. Led by the
Ontario Traffic Council, the MTO will continue working in
partnership with municipalities, engineering and planning
consultants, and tourism organizations to update Ontario
Traffic Manual Book 18: Bicycle Facilities. It will serve as
a primary reference document for engineers, planners and
designers throughout Ontario. 

The Ministry has also led a comprehensive review of exist-
ing and planned cycling touring routes in the province, and
has consulted with key cycling and tourism stakeholders on
the key elements of a potential province-wide cycle touring
network.

From the desk of
Madeleine Meilleur,
MPP, Ottawa-Vanier

The government will release the next steps to implement
this strategy by the spring of 2014. 

Supporting safe cycling and encouraging sustainable tran-
sit is part of the Ontario government’s plan to help reduce
congestion and strengthen communities and the economy.



THE ROCKCLIFFE NEWS October 2013 | 9

Impact of the Foreign
Service Officers Strike
The Canadian government’s failure to settle a long-lasting
labour dispute with Canada’s Foreign Service Officers in a
timely fashion is resulting in negative consequences for our
economy. The strike at our embassies and missions abroad,
which started earlier this year, is resulting in much slower
visitor and education visa approvals for people who wish to
come to Canada.

In fact, the Tourism Industry Association of Canada esti-
mates that this visa backlog could have foreign visitors
waiting up to 90 days for approval, a delay which cost last
summer’s tourism business approximately $280 million and
jeopardized thousands of jobs in our country. By not engag-
ing in negotiation, the government is damaging our tourism
industry. Many tourism operators have had to cancel entire
group travel packages at the last minute when participants
were unable to get visitors’ visas last summer. 

Furthermore, this government’s Budget 2013 promise to
increase the number of foreign students in Canada is falter-
ing. As a result, many international students did not get their
study visas in time for this fall classes.

The government needs to get back to the negotiating table at
the earliest in order to resolve this issue quickly and respon-
sibly, as well as to repair the damage they have done to
Canada’s reputation as an international tourism and educa-
tion destination.

I support the Foreign Service Officers in their efforts.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
From the desk of / Du bureau de
l’honorable Mauril Bélanger, Member of
Parliament for / député d’Ottawa-Vanier,
Liberal Advocate for Co-operatives / 
Défenseur des coopératives pour
le Parti libéral

Répercussion de la Grève
des Agents du Service Extérieur
L’échec du gouvernement du Canada à trouver une solution
au long conflit de travail avec les agents du Service
extérieur du Canada a des conséquences négatives pour
notre économie.

La grève dans nos ambassades et nos missions à l’étranger,
qui a commencé plus tôt cette année, se traduit par un traite-
ment beaucoup plus lent des demandes de visa de visiteur
et d’étudiant pour les personnes qui souhaitent venir au
Canada. 

En fait, l’Association de l’industrie touristique du Canada
estime que l’arriéré de demandes de visa pourrait forcer les
visiteurs étrangers à attendre 90 jours avant de recevoir leur
visa, un retard qui, l’été dernier, a coûté à l’industrie du
tourisme environ 280 millions de dollars et qui a mis en
danger des milliers d’emplois dans notre pays. En refusant
de s’engager dans des négociations, le gouvernement nui à
notre industrie touristique. Des exploitants d’entreprises
touristiques ont dû annuler des groupes entiers de visiteurs
à la dernière minute lorsque les participants n’ont pas réussi
à obtenir leur visa l’été dernier. 

De plus, la promesse que ce gouvernement a faite dans son
budget de 2013 d’accroître le nombre d’étudiants étrangers
au Canada est désormais difficile à tenir. En effet, bon nom-
bre d’étudiants étrangers n’ont pas réussi à obtenir leur visa
à temps pour commencer le semestre d’automne.

Le gouvernement doit retourner à la table des négociations
dès que possible afin de résoudre rapidement cette crise de
manière responsable, ainsi que pour réparer les dommages
qu’il a faits à la réputation du Canada en tant que destina-
tion internationale pour les touristes et les étudiants.

J’appuie les agents du Service extérieur dans ce conflit.

Numbers to Call
9-1-1 for life-threatening emergency or crime in progress

613 230-6211 for other emergency situations
(urgent but not life-threatening, e.g., a suspicious vehicle)

613 236-1222 ext. 8520 for non-urgent police matters



Ashbury is Growing
The crane and construction vehicles are hard to miss on
Ashbury’s campus this fall as building progresses on the
school’s new Creative Learning Centre. Having the work
crews on site is causing a few detours and changes in rou-
tine for staff and students, but so far all are coping well with
the temporary disruption and noise.

What’s now a series of structures and frame walls will even-
tually become a 27,000 square foot building that will link
the current Junior School and the library. Designed to
inspire students, the new Creative Learning Centre will fea-
ture two large music rooms, each boasting state-of-the-art
acoustics, three new art rooms on the top floor to take
advantage of the natural light, a digital media arts room and
a contemporary, multipurpose classroom.

This new learning environment is made possible thanks to
the generosity of hundreds of committed Ashbury donors,
all of whom made gifts that met the campaign goal and
allowed construction to begin in June.

Everyone at Ashbury is excited to see the school grow and
change – on a daily basis – and our special thanks go out to
our Rockcliffe neighbours for their patience and under-
standing during our construction phase.

Ashbury Open House
Are you curious about Ashbury College, its buildings, pro-
grams and learning opportunities? Prospective students and

their families are invited to an Open House on Thursday,
October 17 at 7 pm at the school. Hear from students about
a typical day involving classes, athletics and other co-cur-
riculars, from teachers about what it’s like to work at an
independent school offering Grades 4-12, and from admis-
sion staff, who will explain the process of applying to and
being accepted at an independent school. Take a tour of the
school, visit active classrooms featuring teaching displays,
learn more about Ashbury scholarships, bursaries and the
school’s impressive university placement rate.

All are welcome. For more information on the Open House,
email admissions@ashbury.ca or call 613 749-5954.

Ashbury Ball:
“Passport to Ashbury”
Saturday, November 2, 2013
As an International Baccalaureate World School and a mem-
ber of Round Square, Ashbury has the privilege of providing
education to students from over 30 countries. We’re reflect-
ing this internationalism and celebrating our world flavour
with this year’s ball and its “Passport to Ashbury” theme.

Join the celebration in the heart of Rockcliffe and enjoy a
sensational new format, big surprises, an unforgettable din-
ing experience, dancing, and silent and live auctions.

SCHOOL REPORTS

Current Ashbury students will lead tours and answer
questions for prospective students and families at this
year’s Open House on October 17, 2013.
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Ashbury’s landscape
is changing by
the day this fall, as
construction
progresses on the
school’s new
Creative Learning
Centre.



Proceeds of the evening will go to the new Creative Learn-
ing Centre, and will support Ashbury’s scholarship and
bursary programs.

Tickets are available for purchase at ashbury.ca/ball. Indi-
vidual tickets are $275; to sponsor a table, contact Taryn
Manias at tmanias@ashbury.ca.

Tickets include multiple five-star plates prepared by some
of Ottawa’s finest top chefs, wine pairings, cocktails, gifts
and entertainment. 

Dress code for the evening is cocktail chic. Responsible
Choice will be on-site to get you and your car home safely.
Silent and live auction items will be available for bidding
on-site. Visit ashbury.ca/ball to see a list of items.

SCHOOL REPORTS

Back to School!
The 2013-2014 school year is off to a fantastic start! Staff,
faculty and student ambassadors welcomed all of our new
students and their families to Elmwood on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 3 for a special orientation day before classes started
on Wednesday. After the first day of school was over, the
entire Elmwood community gathered to celebrate at the
Welcome Back Festival. Everyone enjoyed great food from
the Elmwood Bistro, had fun playing on the bouncy slide
and finished off the evening trying to soak the teachers in
the dunk tank! Thank you to the Parents’ Association for all
their hard work organizing this event.

After a few days of traditional classes, Middle and Senior
students and faculty headed to the Haliburton area for our
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New students gathered for Elmwood Orientation Day
this September.

annual Camp Elmwood. It’s an opportunity for students to
build leadership skills, take their learning outside the class-
room and get to know each other, and their teachers, better. 

The rest of the month was action-packed, with curriculum
nights, field trips, the Run for the Cure, University Info
Night and so much more! We’re off to an excellent start,
and look forward to another successful year of inspiring
each girl to reach her full potential.

Experts@Elmwood –
Tuesday, October 8, 6:30 pm
Elmwood is pleased to welcome Dr. Alex Russell, author of
“Drop the Worry Ball: How to Parent in the Age of  Entitle -
ment” as part of the School’s annual speaker series. Dr.
Russell, a clinical psychologist and father to two teens, will
offer a refreshing approach to raising well-adjusted chil-
dren – who are also independent and unafraid to make
mistakes. This event is open to the community – and there
is no charge to attend. Please RSVP at www.elmwood.ca.

Open House – October 26, 2013
From 9 am to Noon
Come visit our campus, take a school tour and learn more
about our unique approach to educating girls and young
women. If you can’t attend this event but would like to
schedule a private tour, please call the admissions department.
Please also note: Our Fall Entrance Session is scheduled for
Saturday, November 23.

For more information about applying to Elmwood, please
visit www.elmwood.ca or contact the Admissions Office at
613 744-7783.

Elmwood Middle and Senior students enjoyed the fifth
annual “Girls in the Wood” camp.



Rockcliffe Park
Garden Club
Speakers Series: 

“I want it to smell of
magnolias…”

– F. Scott Fitzgerald
I think we all share his
sentiments.
Thursday, October 24,

7:30 pm: Join us as guest speaker Crispin Wood,
Lead Arborist at the Central Experimental Farm, returns to
the Garden Club, this time to share his
expert knowledge of magnolias.

Wreaths, Centrepieces
and Christmas Trees
Thursday, November 21, 7:30
pm: Learn how to brighten your
home for the holiday season
with Tim Dyer, owner of the
Carp Garden Centre, who will teach
us how to make and decorate these
beautiful and natural creations.

All Speakers Series meetings are held at Rockcliffe Park
Community Hall, 380 Springfield Road. They are free for
members and $7 for guests.

The Rockcliffe Park Garden Club has been in existence for
twenty years. Membership is $25 annually for one person
and $35 for two. For more information please contact Vera
Cody at jcody1@rogers.com.

END NOTES

Ottawa Shotokan
Karate Club:
Serious Fun for the
Whole Family!

Twice a week, in the basement of St. Columba Anglican
Church at 24 Sandridge Road (just across the street from the
RCMP stables), a dedicated group of students of all ages
and abilities get together for serious training – and serious
fun. And you can join them.

Learn and master self-defense techniques. Karate not only
serves to improve physical and mental health, energy, focus
and concentration, it can help build confidence and self-
esteem. All ages are welcome and everyone trains together,
making it a great family activity.

Sensei Hamid Nam, a student of Master Takemasa
Okuyama, is a San Dan (third-degree black belt). He has
been teaching Shotokan Karate since 1992. Sensei Nam
teaches traditional Shotokan Karate techniques, with a
focus on Bunkai (application of moves), self-defense, and
some friendly sparring with gloves – all conducted in a non-
competitive, safe and fun environment. Sensei Nam is a
registered nurse and a former member of the military.

The club runs year-round, with classes held on Thursdays
from 7:00 to 8:30 pm and Saturdays from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.
 Memberships run on a monthly basis; fees are $35 per
month for individuals and $70 for families.

Those interested in checking out classes are welcome to
stop by the church during class hours. For further informa-
tion, please email jenandhamidnam@hotmail.com or
visit www.ottawashotokankarate.ca.

New to Rockcliffe Park?
Welcome to new residents of Rockcliffe Park – Ottawa’s largest Heritage Conservation District. If you did not receive
a copy of our indispensable “Welcome to Rockcliffe Park” booklet, copies are available from the Recreation Office
located in the Community Police Centre at 360 Springfield Road. If it is not convenient for you to go there, call Iola
Price at 613 746-6145 or email secretary@rockcliffepark.ca (enclose your address or telephone number for follow-
up) and we will make sure you receive a copy. The booklet contains information about Rockcliffe Park, its history,
services, useful telephone numbers, schools and much more.


